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soon gave up the habit, which upper-class Hindus
have kept alive only out of respect for tradition, or
from snobbishness ; or because it suits their book.
Conservatives born, the Rajput princes see to it
that the rule of purdah, the absolute seclusion of
women, is strictly followed by their own households.
But in the courts of many princes not of Rajput
blood the purdah system is gradually disappearing,
and though in certain states the princesses do not as
yet enjoy complete freedom when at home, it is
conceded that when they \isit Delhi or Bombay
they may live the same life, with the same liberties,
as European ladies. For these de'senchantees, as
Pierre Loti has so aptly called them, the return to
the palace, the resumption of the purdah yoke, is a
galling experience. On the other hand, those who
have never had a chance of sampling freedom take
their exclusion from the daily life of their menfolk
lightly. This, anyhow, they give such European
ladies as visit them to understand ; out of resigna-
tion, maybe, or of stoic courage. But it is equally
likely that certain little Maharanis, far from envying
the European women whom they watch across the
bars of their zenana dancing and laughing with their
husbands, pity them. The princesses of the bluest
blood of India have received the most casual educa-
tion, sometimes none at all; they are " political"
wives, of whom their husbands ask but one fax-our :
motherhood. And these poor cloistered souls would
be appalled by the bare idea of relinquishing their
easy, vegetative life for the dangerous adventure of
meeting unknown males, of having to talk about
things and places of which, with humble candour,
they admit that they know nothing.
Sikh, but a staunch upholder of tradition, Patiala
secludes its princesses and Maharanis.   The young

